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2014 Operators Meeting 

Plugging Wells in the 

Rock Springs Field Office 

James Evans – Petroleum Engineer 



Why Do Operator’s Plug Wells? 

1- Dry Hole 

2- Depleted Well 

3- Wellbore Problems 

4- You Received the LETTER 



BLM Authority to Plug a Well 

• Title 43 CFR 3162.3-4 

Well Abandonment: Requires that the operator 
promptly plug and abandon wells which are no 
longer capable of production in paying quantities. 

 • Onshore Order No. 2 
III G. Drilling Abandonment Requirements 



What Do You Need to Plug a Federal Well? 

• Approval from BLM - others? 

1. Verbal, followed by Form 3160-5 within five days 

 Dry hole with rig on location 

2. Form 3160-5 returned with approval and 
conditions of approval (COAs) 

 Standard method 

3. Failure to get approval  

 43 CFR 3163.1b(3) 

 $500 assessment 



Form 3160-5 



What Information is Needed to Get an 
Open Hole Plugging Approved? 

Verbal 
1. Total depth 
2. Potential gas zones 
3. Water zones 
4. Mineral zones 



What You Will Get Back 

• Operator and BLM engineer will review 
information and determine plug placement 
and lengths  

• Email will be sent to operator confirming 
this information 



What Information is Needed to Get a Cased 
Hole Plugging Approved? 

Form 3160-5 
1. Total depth 
2. Casing sizes and depths 
3. Perforated depths 
4. Water zones 
5. Cement tops 
6. Wellbore diagram with the above data 
7. Detailed plugging program 



What You Will Get Back 

Copy of Form 3160-5 with signed approval 
and attached COAs 
 

OR 
 
Copy of Form 3160-5 stamped Denied with 
attachment explaining reason for denial 



Conditions of Approval 

Standard Rock Springs COA’s 
• 24 hours notice before starting work 
• Company representative must be on location 

during plugging 
• Completion date for plugging to be completed by 
• Blow out preventer must be used prior to 

perforating casing 
• Plugs must be set every 3000 feet 
• Minimum of nine pound/gal mud between plugs

  



What Happens at Well Site 

Oil & Gas Inspector/Petroleum Engineering 
Technician 
• Verifies plug placement and may tag plugs to 

ensure placement 
• Works with operator to correct any problems 

during plugging 
• Will contact petroleum engineer if additional 

changes in plugging procedure are needed 

  



The End – NO 
 



Questions? 
 

30 days after plugging is complete, the 
Operator must file Form 3160-5 a 
Subsequent Report of Abandonment. 


